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25X1

the Soviets believe

ex-liinister of Juslice Fechner to be the most typical representative
of the former SPD in the GDR. Fechner was released fron prison while 25X1

Semenov visited mgst Bdrlin. Fechner

was glven the mission of convacting leading SED circles in West germany

wwth a view to isolating the right wing of the party from the bulk of

its membership. The ultiwmate purpose of this maneuver was to strengthen o5x1
lelft-wing tendencies within the SrD which would be uselul in the event

of a reunification of dermany. The Soviets hold that Crotewohl and

Puchwitz lost much prestige in the eyes of West German Socialists.

m No other information has been received so far on a 25X1
rehabilitation of Fechner. The present report indicates that SED circles
are considering the problem of seleeting persems “ the graphest
IOSQ] ble aopeal in .‘«‘egf uumany in eapmosiion with mt cappalbgn for the
Tl ok, SR + 3 appesse timt thay coaslder
al ey ied fer this . 25X1
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